AUTHENTICATED,

OHIO LEGISLATIVE SERVICE
COMMISSION

DOCUMENT #279559

Ohio Revised Code
Section 3107.18 Foreign decrees.

Effective: October 10, 2000
Legidation: Senate Bill 173 - 123rd General Assembly

(A) Except when giving effect to such a decree would violate the public policy of this state, a court
decree terminating the relationship of parent and child, or establishing the relationship by adoption,
issued pursuant to due process of law by a court of any jurisdiction outside this state, whether
within or outside the United States, shall be recognized in this state, and the rights and obligations of
the partiesasto all matters within the jurisdiction of this state, including, without limitation, those
matters specified in section 3107.15 of the Revised Code, shall be determined as though the decree
wereissued by acourt of thisstate. A decree or certificate of adoption that isissued under the laws
of aforeign country and that is verified and approved by the immigration and naturalization service
of the United States shall be recognized in this state. Nothing in this section prohibits a court from
issuing afinal decree of adoption or interlocutory order of adoption pursuant to section 3107.14 of
the Revised Code for a person the petitioner has adopted pursuant to a decree or certificate of
adoption recognized in this state that was issued outside the United States.

(B) If achild borninaforeign country is placed with adoptive parents or an adoptive parent in this
state for the purpose of adoption and if the adoption previously has been finalized in the country of
the child's birth, the adoptive parent or parents may bring a petition in the probate court in their
county of residence requesting that the court issue afinal decree of adoption or an interlocutory
order of adoption pursuant to section 3107.14 of the Revised Code. In aproceeding on the petition,
proof of finalization of the adoption outside the United Statesis prima-facie evidence of the consent
of the partieswho are required to give consent even if the foreign decree or certificate of adoption
was issued with respect to only one of two adoptive parents who seek to adopt the child in this state.

(C) Attherequest of aperson who has adopted a person pursuant to a decree or certificate of
adoption recognized in this state that was issued outside the United States, the court of the county in
which the person making the request resides shall order the department of health to issue aforeign
birth record for the adopted person under division (A)(4) of section 3705.12 of the Revised Code.
The court may specify a change of name for the child and, if a physician has recommended a
revision of the birth date, arevised birth date. The court shall send to the department with itsorder a
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copy of the foreign adoption decree or certificate of adoption and, if the foreign decree or certificate
of adoptionis not in English, atrandation certified as to its accuracy by the translator and provided
by the person who requested the order.
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